“That's ustally how profession-
als come to boroughs”

If a business donates moncy
towards a campaign and is

‘qualified to work for the town.

why wouldn't the elected offi-

ials wha benefied from the
campaign contribution consider
hiring them? People who con-
tribule money Wward 2 cam-
paion are making an inveslment
that may or may not come with

. areturn. Pay-{o-Play turms neg-

ative when officials do puaran-
teea retum, when the town s
aver-hilled for worle, and when
the taxpayers starl paying the
price for political appointments;
When this happens, you no
lundgcr have 4 govemment by
and for the peaple.

O of the problems here is
that it is very difficull to com-
pare wark when services, pro-
jects, and the economy are vari-
ahles in the equation. Whal
towns need 1o do is close ks
many of the Pay-to-Play loop-
hales as possible, or move Lo
the Fair and Open process of
appointments, so evervibing is
put out in the open Tor every-
one ta see. Allowing profes-
sir.-émls to make mmiuém
and appeinting ugh
the Nﬁu-FaJ'r and Open pro-
cess because of loophales in
the stute law creates mystery
and puts the appointment in a
negative light

As for the current appoint-
ment; the only question Emer-
son residents, and the couneil,
need to ask themselves is
whether or not Maser is pro-
viding them with the services
that thev need at a fair price.

The restis just politics.

Vi
v/

Hospitals are
businesses

TO THE EDITOR:

Thave to respond o the cam-
paion to keep Pascack Valley
Hospital from reopening |
believe that Valley Hospital in

Ridgeqmd and Englewaond Hos-
pital are disingenuous at the best.
Shortiv after Pascack Valley

Hospital closed my wife was
admitied to Valley Hospital after
nomal admitting hours which
ire dong the Emergency
Room. We had been to her doc-
tor's office and he had called the
hospital to pre-admit her. After
the tnitial ER paper work was
completed we were moved o a
cotrdor along with many other
patients, We were told that il
would be a little%while 1o get hera
bed. There was a fot staff going
back and forth and it was quite
obvigus that they were having a
hiard time coping with the
amount of people waiting o sec
the ER doctor. 1 tried a few times
{0 get someone (o help my wife
whi was sitting in a wheel chair
and was very uncomfortable.
Every fime I tried to get the atten-
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tTon of any nurse that was hurry-
ing back and forth [ was told that
it would only be a little longer.

[ was fmally ablc to stopa.
nurse, who seemed to be frazyled.
I explained my wife’s condition
and asked if she could do some-
thing to alleviate her discomfort.
She took me 1o the ER station
and accessed the computer termi-
nal and found that my wife, wheo
wits pre-admitted, had a bed
reserved for her The nurse apolo-
gied profusely and wld me the
obvious, that they were over-
whelmed We had been waiting
fotir hours in the comidor all for
naught. No one had the time to
periorm the smple task of look-
ing on the computer for her
name. which was plainly marked
that ghe had a bed and did not
have to see the ER doctor. We
fiad been to Valley Hospital ER
in the past and never experienced
whiat cin only be deseribed as
near chaos. The staff personnel
were rushing back in forth trying
to mamuge the best that they
could but they were extremely
understaffed. After the nurse
intervened my wife was in her
assigned bed in 10 minutes,

Prring my wife's five-day stay
the casual oheerver could see that

the staff was having a hard lime
with the work load. In no way
should this letier be seen asa.
negatve commentary on the
murses or the nurses” assistants.
The entire staft did the best that
they could and the care Elas
exceptional considering the con-
ditions thal they had to deal with,

My wift has been admitted to
Villey Hospital since then and it
is very obvious that they do not
have a plethora of emply beds.
When my wife is staying at the
hospital 1 stay with her as much
as possible and there is lot to be
leamed by walching and listen-
ing. Thiere is a concerted effort to
reaccupy & vacated room as soon
a4 possible. The claim that there
are loo many empty beds in the
Pascack Valley region seems (o be
veny hollow,

The lﬁcndu af both Valley
Hospital in Ridgewood and
Englewood Hospital seems to be
having & greater share of the
amount of patients el shanded
b the shameful closing of Pas-
cack Valley Hospital. Will keep-
ing Piscaie -‘!.’ulie;,r Hogpital from
opening benefit Valley Hospitals'
expansion efforts? This is a finan-
cial concem on the part of the
two hospitals not & Et.‘.ﬂﬂl care

Dne,

Please do not support the
effort to hinder Pascack Valley
Hauspital from becoming the hos-
pital that we all need.

Robert Grippo
Woocdiff Lake

Treat our parks
with respect

TO THE EDITOR:

Owet the yedrs the Borough of
Westwood and Boy Scouls had
upgraded this park but unforiu-
nately some people are systemati-
cally destroying it

An Eagle Scout Project by my
san took place in'which 30 aka-
lea bushes were planted and at
this point there are only a handful
left. Several were destroyed dur-
mg the last snowstorm when
someone who lives off of the park
used their ATY in it driving
directly over the bushes and
Lilling them off. Children and
adulls alike row the shot rocks
that align the embankment lo
keep the shoreline from eroding

SEE LETTERS, PAGE 35
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